N FR AN

PROMOTIONAL SECTION

Merle Ha
stage

ard, others take
cffl%ring NFR week

PAGE 2

LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL e THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2013

NATIONAL FINALS RODEO

ownds hunts up excitemen

K.M. CANNON/LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

Chandler Bownds of Lubbock, Texas, rides Crystal Springs Peach to a score of 89 to win the sixth go-around of the National Finals Rodeo at the Thomas & Mack Center on Dec. 6,
2011. The 125-pound rider was named rookie of the year just minutes earlier. To relax after the season ended, Bownds and several friends went on a safari in South Africa.

Safari in South Africa helps 2011 rookie of year get his mind off bulls

By PATRICK EVERSON

LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

ven among cowboys, bull
riders are cut from a
different cloth. If you’re
willing to get aboard a
2,000-pound, whirling, snot-blowing
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beast who would love nothing more
than to snap you in half, well, the
circuits in your brain are definitely
wired a bit differently.

So it should come as no surprise
that a bull rider might have a
different idea about what constitutes a
vacation, during those rare breaks in
a sport that is almost year-round. For
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Chandler Bownds, once the regular
season wrapped up at the end of
September, he was ready for hunting
season.

In Africa.

Bownds, fellow National Finals
Rodeo qualifiers Kaycee Feild
(bareback riding) and Wade Sundell
(saddle bronc riding), and fellow

HOTEL & CASINO
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bull rider Wesley Silcox trekked to

a remote area of South Africa for a
week in late October-early November.
And like bull riding, hunting in that
part of the world is a different animal.
Rather than pursuing deer or elk or

» SEE BOWNDS PAGE 4
Bull rider approaches event ‘one round at a time’
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Today’s events at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo

Merle Haggard

Rodeo Vegas 2013 at The Mirage

THURSDAY, DEC. 12

Tip of the Day — Laugh the night
away with Jeff Dunham as he brings
his “Disorderly Conduct” tour to The
Colosseum at Caesars Palace.

NFR9-5

10 a.m. - S p.m. — Cowboy FanFest,
Las Vegas Convention Center

10 a.m. - S p.m. — Cowboy Christmas,
Las Vegas Convention Center

12:00 p.m. — 1 p.m. — Outside the
Barrel with Flint Rasmussen

12 p.m. - 2 p.m. — Wrangler NFR
Autograph Session (Bareback Riders),
Las Vegas Convention Center

1:15 p.m. - 2 p.m. — Rodeo Live
Unplugged with Daryle Singletary

(Cowboy FanFest)

NFR IN ARENA

6:45 p.m. — National anthem singer
Lexi Larson, Black Hills Stock Show &
Rodeo

7 p.m. — Eighth Go-Round NFR
performance, Thomas & Mack

NFR AFTER DARK

S p.m. and 8:30 p.m. — Mechanical
Bull Riding Contest, Sam’s Town

6:30 p.m. — 4 a.m. — Rodeo Vegas 2013,
The Mirage

8 p.m. -2 a.m. — Gary Leffew’s
Legendary Buck ’'n Ball, Gold Coast

9 p.m. - 3 a.m. — Gold Buckle Zone,
MGM Grand
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5111 BOULDER HWY. 4700 W. SAHARA AVE.
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10:30 p.m. — 11:30 p.m. — National
Finals Tonight Show, Gold Coast

11 p.m. — Go-Round Buckle
Presentations, South Point

ENTERTAINMENT

7 p.m. — Aaron Watson with Wolf
Creek, South Point

8 p.m. — Jeff Dunham, Caesars
Palace

9 p.m. — Damsel, LoCash Cowboys
and Neal McCoy, MGM Grand

10 p.m. — Merle Haggard, Golden
Nugget

10 p.m. — Daryle Singletary, The
Mirage

10 p.m. — Rodney Carrington, MGM
Grand

Jeff Dunham

Highlight of the Day — Country music
legend Merle Haggard takes the stage
at the Golden Nugget (for tickets visit
goldennugget.com).

For a complete listing of events,go
to www.NFRexperience.com or
follow us on Facebook or Twitter at /
LasVegasNFR #WranglerNFR.
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Mississippi woman living a dream as rodeo’s first lady

aige Nicholson’s life
will never be the same.
The 22-year-old

from Lawrence,
Miss., realized a lifelong
dream Monday when she was
crowned Miss Rodeo America
2014 at the MGM Grand
Garden. Nicholson, a recent
graduate from Mississippi
State University with a degree
in agriculture information
science, won the personality
and horsemanship categories at
the weeklong pageant en route
to claiming the most coveted
crown in the Western world.

She topped 27 other state
rodeo queens in the grueling
competition, which ran from
Dec. 2-9, and is set for a year of
serving as the top ambassador
for the sport of rodeo. I sat
down with the blond beauty
in the Wrangler National
Finals Rodeo press room as
the bareback riding got going
Wednesday night to get her
thoughts on what she had just
accomplished.

Q. Your time since being
crowned Miss Rodeo America
on Monday has been a frenzy.
Describe your emotions.

PN: I’'m just honored and
overwhelmed, and it’s still a
little surreal to me that they
chose me. I'm just so grateful,
and I feel like I've got a tall
order to fill. They told me as
soon as I came off stage as Miss
Rodeo America, “Your time
is no longer your own.” And it
hasn’t and has been a shuffle
since then. It’s been nonstop.

I think maybe today it’s
actually hit me that I’'m going to
get to be Miss Rodeo America.
It’s such a huge honor and is
something I've only dared to
dream about, so it’s just now
sinking in as reality for me.

Q. What was it like when you
were officially introduced as
Miss Rodeo America during the
Wrangler NFR's opening ceremony
on Monday night?

PN: Being introduced at the
Thomas & Mack is something
I've dreamed about since I was
a child. Just the feeling you
get in that moment is unlike

Neal Reid
IN THE ARENA

anything else. I can’t even
describe it, and it was more
than I ever expected. I felt like
my heart was going to jump
right out of my chest.

Q. What were you thinking as
the field was narrowed down to
10 and then five and your name
was still being called out?

PN: When the coronation
started, our dads get to walk us
out. We hadn’t seen our families
the whole week, so that was
really special and I was really
emotional about it. They started
calling out the Top 10, and I was
really excited that I made the
Top 10. After I made it to the
Top Five and after I answered
my Top Five question, I was
standing backstage talking
to my national director, and
I said, “TI've done it now. I've
accomplished what I set out to
accomplish.” It was my dream
to be Miss Rodeo America,
but it was my goal to be in the
Top Five. It was really great to
accomplish that, and it was just
a weight lifted off. I was just so
ecstatic.

Q. Describe the moments before
the final announcement was made
with you and Miss Rodeo Colorado
Sara Wiens standing on stage in
anticipation.

PN: When it got to that
moment, I was standing there
talking to Sara, who is just a
fantastic example of a person.
I told her, “You’ve been so
positive all week, and I've
never looked at you when you
didn’t look energetic, excited
and proud to be here.” I said,
“That’s what Miss Rodeo
America (winners) are made
of. You are a fantastic and
respectable person.”

Any way it could have gone
after I made the Top Five, I was
going to be excited about it.

NEAL REID/SPECIALTO THE LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
Paige Nicholson, a recent graduate from Mississippi State University,
was crowned Miss Rodeo America 2014 on Monday night after the
Miss Rodeo America Pageant at the MGM Grand Garden.

Q. What was the week during
the competition like?

PN: The pageant itself was
amazing and overwhelming
and tiring, but it wasn’t nearly
as stressful as I was told it
was going to be. The week was
great for me. I had a great
time with the other girls, and
the contest itself was really
fun. I really enjoyed getting
to know our judges, and the
horsemanship competition was
the highlight of my week.

It’s been everything I've ever
dreamed of it being. The first
time I saw the pageant, I was
18, and I've seen it every year
since then. I’'ve imagined it in
my head a million times, and
I’ve gone through the process
and imagined what it’d be like.
I’ve known a lot of the girls
who have been through it, so I
thought I knew what to expect
when I got here, but I didn’t.

Q. You won the horsemanship
competition despite having a horse
fall during one of your patterns.
What does that mean to you?

PN: I drew a great horse in
the first round, and then my
second-round horse fell down
with me actually. He slipped
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Hly &
PAR

ALEXIS BLOOMER LIVE
10:30 am. - 115 am.
Fred Whitfield

down in the arena, so that was
kind of a different experience
that’s never happened at the
Miss Rodeo American Pageant.
Mine and the first runner-up’s
horses both fell, so that was
kind of interesting.

It’s always my favorite
compliment to be called a
horsewoman, and to win the
horsemanship at the Miss
Rodeo America Pageant is
really an amazing honor. It’s
the greatest compliment I've
ever received.

Q. Has Miss Rodeo America 2013
Chenae Shiner given you an idea of
what's in store for you next year?

PN: Chenae has been a
great leader this week. She
knows what it’s like to be a
little overwhelmed by this,
and I've been observing her
and learning what I'm up
against. She is step-by-step
and situation-by-situation
telling me what I need to know.
In the limo ride on the way
to my press conference, she
said, “This isn’t the pageant
anymore. There are no wrong
answers, and this is your time.
Thank who you need to thank
and say what you’re feeling.

Just tell them who you are and
what you’re grateful for.”

She’s just been outstanding.
She’s what Miss Rodeo
America should be. She’s a
role model for others, and
especially for me.

Q. You will travel more than
100,000 miles and attend rodeos
and events across the country
next year. What are you most
looking forward to about being an
ambassador for rodeo?

PN: Traveling. I love to be
gone. I love home and came
from Mississippi, and I always
love to be home with my family.
But if I can pack a bag and go
somewhere else every four
nights, that’s what I do and that’s
what I’'m going to get to do.

Q. You plan to go to law school
at the University of Mississippi
after your reign as Miss Rodeo
America is through and want to
be an advocate for agriculture and
the Western way of life. What are
your plans for your career?

PN: I've spent a lot of time in
marketing and public relations
in the past, and that’s essentially
what Miss Rodeo America is.
So, I think I'll always be in that
field. The reason I want to get
alaw degree is because of the
credibility it provides. Just
having that degree will help me
accomplish things. It’s a very
versatile degree.

Q. What's it like when you go
to rodeos and you get to meet
little girls who look up to you and
might even want to be a rodeo
queen like you some day?

PN: It gives you a sense
of responsibility. You feel
personally responsible about
the way they feel about
themselves and the way you
impact them. It’s such a huge
honor and responsibility for
them to look up to you like that.
It’s a challenge, and you want
to be the person they see when
they look up to you.

A freelance writer based in Colorado Springs,
Colo., Neal Reid spent six years as editor

of the ProRodeo Sports News. His writing
has appeared in USA Today, Newsday,
Western Horseman, American Cowboy and
the Denver Post, among other publications.
Follow @NealReid21 on Twitter.
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» BOWNDS: Bull rider says he approaches event ‘one round at a time’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

birds of some sort, this trip involved

zebras, impalas, kudus and warthogs,
among other animals native to South

Africa.

“It was the experience of a lifetime,”
said Bownds of Lubbock, Texas.

Bownds booked the safari through
a Texas company called Cowboy Cool
Outfitters. As in the U.S., hunts such
as the one he went on are done to
help thin out overpopulated herds,
but the cost for rights to hunt those
animals is far higher — $1,400 for
the zebra Bownds took, along with
another $2,700 package he purchased
that included African antelopes and
warthogs.

And it was a lot more work, too.

“I’ve done a lot of bird and deer
hunting, and hunting for wild pigs. But
in South Africa, we had to do a lot of
tracking to get some of these animals,”
said Bownds, noting his group was
aided by native expert trackers. “We
tracked them for miles. It ain’t like
shooting in a deer blind.”

That said, it was still less stressful
than sitting atop a bull.

“After a long season, you’'ve just got
to get bull riding off your mind and let
your body rest and have some fun,”
Bownds said.

With the bumps and bruises heeled,
and his mind cleared, Bownds is ready

CHANDLER BOWNDS

Event: Bull riding

2013 world standing/earnings: 11th,
$75,652

Residence: Lubbock, Texas

NFR qualifications: Two (2011, 2013)

Noteworthy: Bownds missed the NFR last
year after suffering a midseason injury,
but he made some hay as a rookie at the
2011 NFR. He won the second round with
a rodeo-best score of 91 points and won
the sixth round with a ride of 89, en route
to finishing eighth in the world standings
with earnings of $121,562. He was named
the bull riding rookie of the year.

for his second National Finals Rodeo.
He reached the 2011 NFR en route to
winning the PRCA’s bull riding rookie
of the year award. Then halfway
through the 2012 season, the 22-year-
old suffered a groin tear and had to
have surgery, shelving him for the
rest of the year. He’s looking to make
up for lost time and lost money, but he
said patience is the key to success.
“I’'m just thinking my approach
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is one round at a time, stay on each
bull and try to win every time,” said
Bownds, noting even though he’s been
to the NFR before, it’s still a nerve-
wracking 10 days of rodeo at the
Thomas & Mack Center. “I got them
first-year butterflies out of my system
— and I did have them — but you get
them every night in that arena. It will
take more than two years to get those
butterflies out.”

“I'm just thinking my
approach is one round at a
time, stay on each bull and
try to win every time. | got
them first-year butterflies
out of my system —and |
did have them — but you
get them every night in
that arena. It will take more
than two years to get those
butterflies out.”

CHANDLER BOWNDS
BULL RIDER

Bownds, who finished eighth in the
world standings in his rookie year,
was 11th heading into this year’s NFR,
with earnings of $75,652. That put
him about $55,000 behind leader J.W.
Harris, but less than $24,000 behind
second-place Tyler Smith. And with
more than $60,000 up for grabs each
night, including $18,629 to the go-
round winner, ground can be made up
in a hurry.

“There’s a lot of money to be won
during those 10 days,” Bownds said.
“In 2011, I only rode three bulls, but I
won two go-rounds and walked away
with $60,000.”
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